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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission 
Meeting Notes – September 8, 2020 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4:00 p.m. via a 
Zoom conference call due to the COVID-19 health emergency. Committee members present via zoom call: Chair 
Smith, Bob Goodrich, and Jane Johnson. There was not a quorum for a meeting. Smith decided to continue as an 
informal meeting with no decisions made. 
 
ABSENT 
Linda Hunt, Roberta Visser 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Director of Planning & Economic Development Matthew Bachler 
 
MINUTES 
The Minutes were not considered.  
 
DISCUSSION 
Linda Hunt Resignation 
Smith read a letter of resignation from Hunt. She said her work hours have changed and she is not able to attend 
on Tuesday afternoons. 
 
Member Roberta Visser 
Smith informed the other members of the committee that Visser cannot attend today’s meeting due to ill health.  
 
Recruitment 
Smith, Goodrich, and Johnson discussed how to recruit new members to the commission. Bachler said he would 
get together with Town Administrator Michael Branley and brainstorm some ideas for recruitment. 
 
Master Plan 
Bachler said the plan is being updated and he would like to review the Natural Resources section with the 
Conservation Commission. He said carrying out the goals of the commission is something that needs to be added.  
He anticipates early next year for finishing the update.  
 
Discussion on ZBA and Planning Board Applications 
There was a discussion about the applications for Twinkle Town, Williams Construction, Homestead Woolen Mill 
Athletic Facility, 62 Christian Hill Road Variance, 209 Homestead Highway – Goodrich said the construction might 
at the Homestead Highway site might impact an outlet to the pond. The applicant is building a larger garage, and 
Bachler said it is about 125 feet to the outlet to the pond. Johnson noted the bathroom being added to Twinkle 
Town facility is closer to the wetlands and Bachler said it would be 175 feet from the wetland and it is a seasonal 
business. Smith said that as far as the Homestead, Williams and Twinkle Town are concerned, there was 
consensus that these can proceed without a conservation concern. Bachler spoke about the equipment that 
Williams Construction will be placing on the property. Johnson expressed concerns but acknowledged that is a 
Planning Board issue. No concerns for Christian Hill Road. Application of 29 Swanzey Lake Road accessory 
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structure which is larger than the maximum square feet allowed. It is a screen-printing business. And there are no 
conservation issues. 14-15 Old Homestead Highway, excavation for a private residence, near to the Richmond 
town line. The site needs to be regraded and they are looking to sell the sand from the site.  
 
Meeting Options were discussed briefly 

- Meeting in person 
- Hybrid of meeting in person and with Zoom  
- Zoom meetings only 

 
OLD BUSINESS    
Ballou Restoration Floodplain Project 
Johnson said she was interested in visiting the site. 
 
Riley Conservation Info Sharing with DPW 
Smith read a comment from DPW Director Glenn Smith, and he said he knows the best roadside practices. 
 
NHDES approval info to extend airport Taxiway A 1,500 feet  
Smith said there are 32 requirements from New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NHDES) for 
this project to move forward. He said he has copies of these in the Conservation Commission mailbox should any 
of the members want to read it. 
 
Granquist Land 
Smith said the donation of land has been refused because the owners turned down the idea of a possible future 
well. 
 
Next Meeting:  Monday, October 5, 2020 
The meeting ended at 4:55 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
              
              
         


